Objectives, Achievements and Future plans for
Sindhi Council of India
Sindhi people migrated to India as refugees with their clothes on their bodies because their Homeland was given away to Islamic Pakistan due to partition of India on two Nation theory in 1947. Sindhis were resettled in 96 Refugee camps setup all over India, reducing them to linguistic minority everywhere. This was indeed a great tragedy for proud Sindhi people. No Sindhis ever begged on the streets even though so many were old and infirm. The Priority of Sindhis was to achieve their economic independence in their new locations. 
	Economic miracle of Sindhis:
In last 75 years, Sindhis have proved that they are Purusharthis (self-helpers). They have achieved an economic miracle by hard work. At present the Sindhi population in India is approximately 10 million.  Sindhis have earned the respect and affection of people in whose midst they have survived and thrived during last over 75 years. Where ever they have settled, they have created jobs around them by starting their own avocations/businesses. They have not asked for any reservations in the jobs as was the case of other Castes.
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They are creators of knowledge, wealth and jobs for those who live around them. The businesses and professions, the education and health-care institutions set up by Sindhis have benefitted the communities where Sindhis have made their homes. Sindhis are influential, useful and productive part of India’s mainstream.
Need to uphold Sindhi Culture:
Sindhis are well known for their acts of philanthropy and charity. There are, however, large number of Sindhis who still live in misery and economic deprivation in those 96 refugee camps all over India, where the living conditions need to be upgraded. Sindhi language literature and culture are threatened with extinction. There is an urgent need to harness and safeguard the history, the heritage and culture of Sindhis. In the fast-globalizing world, there was a need to give identity to SINDHI URJA SHAKTI, by providing them a common platform, and political status. This was the conclusion during a meeting with Ulhasnagar Manufacturers Association, where the baton of long drawn dialogue with Govt. of India on these issues which were carried on by all India Sindhi Panchayats Federation President Sh. Nari Gursahani ji was passed on to Sh. Suresh Keswani ji M.P. (Rajya Sabha). The above thoughts gave birth to a strong urge for global unity of Sindhis, which eventually culminated in forming Sindhi Council of India head quartered at Delhi.
(1) In January 1997 a 200 member Sindhi Delegation drawn from all the states and overseas locations had a meeting with Hon’ble Prime Minister Sh. H. D. Deve Gowdaji under the leadership of Sh. Suresh A. Keswani ji, M.P. (Rajya Sabha) The Charter of demands of Sindhis was finalized with the help of Late Sh. Nari Gursahani ji & Sh. Kundan Das Rohira ji & presented to the Hon’ble PM. Sh. Deve Gowdaji. In the two-year period of 1997and 1998 during Sindhi gathering in various cities and states the need for having an organization to unite the Sindhis across the globe, was firmed up.[image: ]
[image: ]

(2) Accordingly, the 1st National Convention was held on 2nd October 1998 on the auspicious day of Vijay Dashmi at the Sindhi deity Sain Jhulelal Temple, Sindhu Bhavan, Secunderabad- Andhra Pradesh and Sindhi Council of India was formed. Direct benefit to Hyderabad/Secunderabad Sindhis for hosting 1st Sammelan of Sindhi Council of India was the approval granted to them for their Cooperative Bank by the Reserve bank of India through the efforts of Sh. Suresh Keswani ji, M.P. (Rajya Sabha) & the President of S.C.I.SCI founders & promoters of Sindh Co-Op. Bank, Hyderabad
[image: ]

(3) At the 2nd National Convention held at Nagpur, Constitution of SINDHI COUNCIL OF INDIA was approved. Subsequently Sindhi Council was registered under the Society’s Act 1860 with its Head Quarters at Delhi.L. to R.:  Mr. M.D. Ahuja, Mr. Moolchand Manwani, Mr. Narsingh  Golani, Mr. N. Kumar, Sh. Suresh Keswani, Mr. Parmanand Khattar, Dr. Hiranandani, Mr. Amar Doultani, Mr. Dilip Lakhi, Mr. Lalchand Nichani.

(4) The 3rd National Convention was held at Gandhidham-Kutch in Gujrat state a location, which is emotionally and linguistically closest to the hearts of Sindhis of India. The constitution of Sindhi Council [image: ][image: ]

was adopted in Gandhidham and First Executive Committee was duly elected for three years. This was done in consultation with literary personalities of Sindhi language & culture and guidance of the Poet Laureate Hundraj Dukhayal & Sh. Satish Rohira of Indian Institute of Sindhology-Gandhidham.
(5) Several years back the Indian Institute of Sindhology Poet Laureate Hundraj Dukhayal at S.C.I. Sammelan held at Gandhidham

	were asked to print constitution of India in Sindhi language. With the change in Union Govt., this project was put on the back burner. Sindhi Council of India on its formation of their 1st Executive Committee in Gandhidham agreed to get this rejected contract executed by the  newly elected Lok Sabha -This was the first  achievement of Sindhi Council of India, when the  Indian Institute of Sindhology was enabled to  print & supply the Constitution of India in Sindhi  language to the Parliament of India- The then  Speaker of Lok Sabha Late Sh. Balyogiji had  acceded to the request of Sh. Suresh Keswani ji-  M.P. (Rajya Sabha) & fulfilled their old  commitment. One of our founders Late Sh. Nandlal Tolani ji of Tolani Shipping & Tolani Colleges in Gandhidham is seen here with Shri Keswani ji.
	





   

	4th Convention brought together our founders from  KOLKATA,BIHAR,U.P.,Rajasthan,Gujrat,Maharashtra,  Mumbai, Bangalore, Hyderabad & Southern states.  The greatest gain was promise of land for  Sindhi Bhavan at Delhi as soon as our financial credentials  could meet the legal requirement by the Ministry of Urban Development.  Sindhu Bhavan on the lines of Bhavans allotted by the  Govt. of India to each state was the need for the  thinly spread & scattered community of Sindhi Hindus,  throughout India & global commercial capitals of the world.  For Sindhis living in overseas locations. India is their only home & the place of their religious as well as social needs. Sindhis demand for Sindhu Bhavan is long neglected by Govt. of India.


  [image: ] (6)        Sh. L.K. Advaniji addressing at the Indian Institute of Sindhology, Gandhidham

	


  [image: ]Our founder Late Nandlal Tolani of Tolani Colleges at Gandhidham event
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Sindhi’s grievance is that during partition India did not claim Tharpakar of Hindu majority part of Sindh, which was the land belonging to Jodhpur and leased out to British for war-exercises. This ought to have come back to Jodhpur & could have become the Union Territory & homeland for Sindhis. Demand for homeland for Sindhis ought to be fulfilled.
 [image: ]  [image: ]  [image: ]
Today one notices that there is a Tibbet House in Delhi, a P.L.O. embassy in Delhi & no Sindhi Bhavan for Sindhis even to exhibit the tragedy of partition of India & loss of all possessions & death of near & dear ones in tragic violence during their exodus from Sindh after the partition of 1947.
[image: ] [image: ]  [image: ]  

(7) 5th Convention at Jaipur-Rajasthan was innaugrated by Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi ji as the Chief guest, Chief Minister Sh. Ashok Gehlot ji was Presiding over this function. This was attended by delegates from most cities of India.
[image: ]  [image: ]
The greatest gain of the Convention in Jaipur was the saving of main Sindhi Market like Gandhi Market etc from demolition through Bull-dozers by Jaipur Municipal authorities. Sindhis had voluntarily restructured these markets as desired by Jaipur Municipality.

(8) 6th Convention saw the installation of Bronze Statue of Amar Shaheed Hemu Kalani ji in the precincts of the Parliament House of India. This was the greatest achievement of Sindhi Council of India. Hemu Kalani was the  [image: ]   [image: ]  [image: ]                
the National hero who had sacrificed his life for our nation during our freedom struggle. Just because he was a Sindhi & his homeland Sindh was no longer part of India, his sacrifice could not be ignored. Sindhi council of 
[image: ]    [image: ]
India was able to get the valuable support from our founders Ladhani brothers of Lucknow. Rajasthan M.P. Shrichand Kripalani ji had specially come for this event in the Parliament of India. Delhi Chief Minister Smt. Sheila Dixitji had inaugrated our 6th Convention & Hon’ble Arjun Singhji was the Chief guest.
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(9)  7th Sammelan at Karanchi-Pakistan was aimed at addressing the Linguistic & Cultural responsibilities of Sindhi Council & restoring contact with four crore Sindhis living in Sindh-Pakistan. Sindhi language is surviving and thriving in Sindh. Taking delegation of our literary Sindhi personalities through sponsorship of Sindhi                               
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Academy Govt. of India, to Sindh-Pakistan was the achievement of Sindhi Council of India. We had established dialogue with Sindhi Educationists & literary world under Banner “Shah Sachal & Sami International Peace 
[image: ]  [image: ] [image: ]
Mission”. We had secured the political protection during Pakistan tour from Acting President of Pakistan Hon’ble Mohammed Miyan Soomro, who was the Senate Chairman of Pakistan. We had full blessings of
[image: ] [image: ] [image: ]
Hazur Swaroop S.S.D. Sain Sadhram Sahib ji, who had kindly hosted our delegation both at Karachi & Rahedki near Sakhar. Our visit to Mohan Jo Daro rekindled our thoughts on Indus Valley Civilization, which is the mainstream of our Vedic Sanskriti.
(10) Our 8th Sammelan at Mumbai was held on 25th & 26th Sept. 2005 and was addressed by Vice President & Chairman of our “Political Rights Committee” Late Justice Indersen Israni ji with Chief Guest being the Hon’ble Minister in Maharashtra state cabinet Sh. Ganesh Naik ji & guest of honor was Late Sh. Kanaiyalal Gidwani ji M.L.C. from Sangli-Maharashtra. This Sammelan was devoted 
 [image: ] [image: ]  [image: ]to preparing a plan to approach the Union Govt. for securing constitutional & political rights as a dominant linguistic minority. Our President Sh. Suresh Keswani ji was to seek the appointment with Justic Venkatchalaiha Committee. Our meetings with Justic Venkatchaliha for this dominant purpose & the outcomes were the milestones of achievements.
(11) 9th Sammelan at Kolkata in 2006 was hosted by the Treasurer Sh. Raju Bharatji and President of Eastern-Zone Sh. Dilip Bhownani ji. Our new President of S.C.I. Late Justic Indersen Israni ji had 
 [image: ] [image: ] [image: ]Inaugurated the 9th Sammelan which was mainly to welcome a delegation of Sindhis invited from Sindh-Pakistan to India by National Council for Promotion of Sindhi language. They had met with the Hon’ble P.M. Dr. Manmohan Singh ji at a Tea-Party held in P.M. residence at Delhi.  
(12) 10th Sammelan of Sindhi Council was hosted by Late Sh. Ram Baxani ji and was held at Dubai- Hazur Swaroop Sain Sadhram ji had kindly blessed the S.C.I. with presence of Sindhi group from Sindh and we had the benefit of Aashirwads of Sain Sacho Satram during several days of our visit to Dubai.
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(13) 11th Sammelan was hosted by Khubani-Harilela groups, who run a Sindhi School in Ajmer-Rajasthan. We were invited to Ajmer by Mr. Victor Khubani ji & thereafter Sammelan was held in Hong-Kong with gala Dinner at Harllela Home. All Sindhi Council delegates exceeding 120 & Local Host Committee of additional 30 members enjoyed the sprawling Harilela Palace which could accommodate everyone for Cocktails & Dinner. On following day Local Hong-Kong Kowloon Sindhi Association Chief Mr. Notan Tolani ji hosted the Sammelan & Dinner at their own facility. On 10th Sept. 2008 we took a cruise from Shenzen to Xiamen in China. On the following day we were treated to Dinner at the Renaissance Hotel by Consul General Sh. Lal Hardasani & our Local hosts Sh. Notan Tolani & Sh. K. Sital plus Mr. Bob Harilela. Following two days most of the delegates went to Macau by Cruise & we returned to India on 15th Sept. 2008, after a week in that region of China & Hong-Kong.
(14) 12th Sammelan was held in U.S.A. together with Alliance of Sindhi Association of America hosted by their Los-Angeles Chapter in 2009. Late Justic Sh. Motlal Butani ji & Deepa Israni ji welcomed our group at Los Angles. We were invited by Late Mr. Victor Khubani of Newyork for a grand Dinner hosted by him for the S.C.I. at New Jersey, Newyork. We had visited various enroute locations like New York, Grand Canyon, Las Vegas etc. Our Cruise tour to
[image: ] [image: ][image: ]
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Alaska were a rewarding experience. Similarly Canada tour to Toronto, Niagra falls etc. were the special events and the tour was organised by S.C.I., which had become the talk of the town & a feather in the Cap of our Late President Amar Doultani ji.
(15) 13thSammelan was hosted by Karnataka Region in 2010 at Banglore. The greatest gain of this Sammelan was establishment of S.C.I. Ladies-Wing, under the leadership of Late Smt. Shobha Karlo ji on 14th Feb.2010. Ladies-Wing added a new dimension to the growth of Sindhi Council of India. We owe a great deal for this success to Late Smt. Shobha Karlo ji.
(16)  The Year 2011 was devoted to preparations for hosting the 18th Sammelan of International Sindhi Association at Ahmedabad. The International Alliance of Sindhi Association were very keen to use the platform of Sindhi Council of India 
 [image: ]
to present the voice of NRI Sindhis to the Govt. of India. We did not organise separate Sammelan of S.C.I. in the
Year 2011 and all our delegates & members of Sindhi Council of India - whole heartedly hosted this International Sindhi    [image: ]  [image: ]
event at Ahmedabad as their own Sammelan. The Sammelan hosted by M.P. Region at Bhopal in the middle of the year 2011 was regarded as our Executive Meeting.

(17) 14th Sammelan of S.C.I. was again hosted at Banglore on 27/28th October, with an intention to expand our activities in Hyderabad region & Chennai Region which had become inactive, after demise of Late Sh. Lalchand Nichani ji of Chennai. Our pillar of strength in Hyderabad Mr. Shyam Jumani ji also had relocated to USA. 
(18) 15th Sammelan of S.C.I. was hosted at Banglore by S.C.I. under the stewardship of new President of S.C.I. Sh. Ghansham Gehani ji, who was looking at Banglore region with greater expectations in view of fast growing Electronics/ Computer engineering & rise of Information age.
(19) 16th Sammelan of S.C.I. was held jointly with Alliance of Sindhi Association of America on a Cruiseship from Orlando-Florida (USA) in the year 2013. Our delegation was led by our President Sh. Ghanshyam Gehani ji. 
(20) 17th Sammelan was to be held jointly with Alliance of Sindhi Association of America in Indore. This was however cancelled as our President Sh. Ghanshyam Gehani ji demitted office.
(21) 18th Sammelan was finally held at Jaipur under the leadership of Sh. Parmanand Khattar ji in 2015. This was hosted by Sh. Mohan Gurnani ji in Hotel Radisson Blu at Jaipur.
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(22) 19th Sammelan was a Cruise Tour to Vietnam, Hong-Kong and Macau- This was planned for December 2016. This was however delayed and finally materialised as 15 Days Cruise-Tour beginning from Singapore & going via Thailand & Vietnam to Hong-Kong and Macau etc. S.C.I. delegates had departed for Singapore on 16-06-2017 & returned on 30-06-2017. 
(23) 20th Sammelan was held at Banglore on 23rd & 24th Dec.2017 under the Leadership of Sh. Mohan Das Ladhani ji, National President – Sindhi Council of India.
(24) 21st Sammelan was hosted by Sh. Ashok Mankani ji, Regional President, Patna-Bihar in 2018.
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(25) 22nd Sammelan was held at Indore in 2019. This was hosted by Sh. Narendra Somani jiin his Hotel The Grand Bhagwati at Indore. This was the year when our Sh. Shankar Lalwani ji, General Secretary of S.C.I. got a ticket to contest LOK SABHA election from Indore by B.J.P. party & He won a resounding victory with a record margin.
(26) 23rd Sammelan was hosted at Poona along with International Alliance of Sindhi Association of America. 
(27) 24th Sammelan was hosted by J.C. Prakash ji, Regional President S.C.I. at Raddision Blu at Chennai.
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(28) 25th Sammelan was held at Singapore-Thailand-Vietnam Cruise in December, 2023. This was presided over by our Immediate Past President Sh. S. Kumar ji. Our Youth-Wing held their Sammelan as “Rashtriya Sindhi Adhiveshan” in Lucknow on 8th, Oct. 2023, where Chief Minister of U.P. Sh. Yogi Adhtiyanath ji was the Chief Guest.  
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(29) Our Youth-Wing of Sindhi Council of India headed by Sh. Rajendra Manwani ji & his team led by Sh. Vivek Ladhani ji & Sh. Virendra Khatri ji organised “Rashtriya Sindhi Adhiveshan” on 8th Oct. 2023 at Lucknow (U.P.), where the Hon’ble C.M.  Sh. Yogi Aditiyanath ji was the Chief Guest.  

RASHTRIYA SINDHI ADHIVESHAN HELH AT LUCKNOW, 8TH OCTOBER 2023, ORGANISE BY YOUTH-WING OF S.C.[image: ]  [image: ]  [image: ]
[image: ]  [image: ]
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(30) Our Ladies-Wing installed our new National ladies wing President of S.C.I. on 28th April 2024 at Kalyan, Mharashtra. Our Immediate Past President Sh. S. Kumar ji was the Chief Guest.

NATIONAL PRESIDENT: LADIES-WING, INSTALLATION CEREMONY, 28thApril, 2024 at KALYAN, MUMBAI
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(31) 26th ANNUAL SCI CONVENTION- AUSTRALIA & NEW-ZEALAND (24th FEB. to 15th MARCH 2025)
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Total AUS/NZ Pics=33
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1st SCI INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION - SCI YOUTH WING – DUBAI (20th AUGUST to 24th AUGUST 2025)
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Total DUBAI Pics=12
27th ANNUAL SCI CONVENTION- JAPAN & SOUTH KOREA (07th MAY to 20th MAY 2026)
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Total JAPAN/KOREA Pics=45
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Objectives of Sindhi Council of India:
Even after linguistic reorganization of states in India in 1957/60, Sindhis did not get their state or even a Union territory of their language being official language and their numerical strength during that time being close to five million people. The Chief objective of this Body therefore was to safeguard the ethnic and political identity, safety and security of Sindhis by providing them a platform to give expression to their collective political voice and enable them to make use of their talent pool to further improve their contribution in building a strong & resurgent India. The Sindhi Council of India aims to be an Apex Body to project the united voice of Sindhis before the Union Govt. of India and also the respective State Governments. Further the Council intends to be active in the other National and International fora in view of the fast-globalizing world, to secure highest participation of Sindhis who are capable of contributing their strength in multiplying India’s economic gains in every important national & international commercial center of the world. More specifically, our objectives are mainly four:
1. To encourage and enhance Sindhi language, literature, art and craft, culture, music and folklore as well as food specialties etc. 
2. To enhance health and welfare facilities including Yoga, Nature cure, Ayurvedic and herbal treatment and stress management system.
3. Social Services e.g. Marriage Bureaus, Mass wedding, remarriages, special homes for disabled and old people, religious ceremonies and celebration of Sindhi rituals and festivals.
4. To encourage human resource practices including employment and placement of Sindhi Youth and Sindhis on emerging business opportunities and to secure their political & civic rights.
Current structure of Sindhi Council of India:
Currently, Sindhi Council of India is headed by a National President Sh. Mohan Das Ladhani ji with five Vice Presidents and Mr. Chander Bhan Lalchandani ji & four others as General Secretaries. The Founder President of Sindhi Council of India Hon’ble Suresh Keswani ji continues as an advisor. The National President has his full-fledged committee to assist him in the exercise of his functions.
In addition, there are 10 Regional level Executive Committee spread all over the country and one separate Committee for the NRI’s. Each Regional Committee is headed by Regional President who has his own Executive Committee. Besides, there is a Ladies-Wing as well as Youth-Wing at the National level with their respective Presidents to head them.
Each Regional Committee has several city level SCI Chapters. They collaborate with local Panchayats and other Sindhi bodies and conduct various activities to enhance and further the objectives of the Council. Each chapter conducts regular meetings of its members and keeps them actively involved.

Future Challenges and Tasks of Sindhi council of India:
Currently the Council is preoccupied with the following tasks- 1. Allotment of land and construction of Sindh house in Delhi: All the states have their Bhavans in the Capital. Our expectation is allotment of land and financing of construction of Sindh Bhawan which would project the culture and ethos of our community. It should also have a Sindhi Temple of Jhulelal Sain like Akshardham temple. People from different corners of the country and abroad can come and perform all religious ceremonies like Upnayan, Mundan and Marriage ceremonies. It should have exhibitions and photographs of different Rulers of Sindh and depicting the tragedy of partition of India, due to which Sindhis lost all their possessions including their homeland. We propose to have a light & sound show of Sindh & origins of Indus Velley civilization. 
2. When Sindhis came to India, they were allotted ‘Claims’ which was monetary compensation of what was lost by them during partition. Many Sindhis, however, did not put up claims either because after the partition they settled abroad or died in the transit or did not know how to go about. There is a large corpus of undisbursed claims lying in the Government exchequer. This should be converted into Sindhi Welfare Fund and used for poor and downtrodden Sindhi families, who are still living in object poverty.
3. Commencement of TV Channel on Door-Darshan which is dedicated to promotion of Sindhi dance, music, language and our Vedic culture is mainly aimed at building character & values among our youth.
Thus, to conclude, Sindhi Council of India will strive to achieve and harmonies the objectives of Sindhi community, build unity, integrity and harmony among the Sindhis globally and also work for dream of homeland for Sindhis in India where the culture can be nurtured, sustained and enhanced, as a part of kaleidoscopic mosaic of this land, like a bouquet of flowers each with its own colour & fragrance. 
4. By unanimous demand of most members of Sindhi Council of India, we are now holding a Sammelan of 2024 (in lieu of cancelled 17th Sammelan) at Delhi as we have not held any Sammelan at Delhi since installation of Statue of Amar Shaheed Hemu Kalani ji in 2003. This is to announce that our Sammelan for 2024 will be held at Hotel Regent Grand at East Patel Nagar on 28th Dec. 2024 from 4:30 pm onwards. This would be commencing with S.C.I. National Executive Meeting at 5:00 pm and Cultural Programme thereafter commencing at 7:00 pm onwards. This will be followed by cocktails & Dinner. Those who want rooms at the Hotel for the night of 28th Dec. 2024, may please contact office of Sh. Ashok Lalwani ji (Regional President Delhi/NCR of S.C.I.)  

…………………………………………………………………………………………X……………………………………...…………………………………………………….
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Unveiling of Bronze Statue of
AMAR SHAHEED HEMU KALANI JI
in Parliament Complex by Hon'ble

Prime Minister Sh. Atal Bihari
Bajpayee ji on
21st Aug. 2003

Statue Donated
By
SINDHI COUNCIL

OF INDIA

: . . AN N d
FromLtoR : Shri Ram Jethmalani, M.P. (R.S.) & former Union Minister; Shri Ram Sutar, Sculptor of Statue of HEMU KALANI; Shri Harin Pathak, Hon. M.O.S. for Home Affairs;
Shri Suresh A. Keswani, Ex-M.P.(R.S.) & President of Sindhi Council of India; Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Hon. Minister of Parliamentary Affairs; Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji,
Hon. Prime Minister of India; Shri Manohar Joshi, Hon. Speaker Lok Sabha; Shri L.K. Advani, Hon. Dy. Prime Minister of India; Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Hon. Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha; Shri P.M. Sayeed, Hon. Dy. Speaker in Lok Sabha; Mrs. Najma Heptullah, Hon. Dy. Chairperson in Rajya Sabha, Dr. Manmohan Singh,
Hon. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha; Shri Shivraj Patilji, Hon. Dy. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha & former Speaker of Lok Sabha
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€
SINIHI COUNCIL OF INDIA
National Convention -
25" & 26™ September
2 M.

All India Executive Com. Meeting at NSCI (Mumbai) on 25th
Sept 2005. Justice 1. S. Israni, now National President of SCI
addressing the executive members. Others on the dias seen are
(L-R) Parmanand Khattar, Amar Doulatani, Suresh Keswani,
Harish Dubey & Sudesh Sachdev (Delhi)
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Chief Guest Shri Ganesh Naik (Excise & Labour Minister) addressing the convention
after inauguration. Shri Suresh Keswani (Chairman-NCPSL) and Kanyalal Gidwani
(MLC)in prompt attention.
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10th Convention of SCI - 2007 at Dubai.
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In 10th Convention of SCI at Dubai.
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Octanjis National Park ~ (PortChaimers)
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